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Silence Satan’s Siren Song of Self by Shouting:

1. God is my sole provider

2. God is my soul provider

The car was shiny.  The engine looked spotless.  The interior was fresh and clean and smelled good.  The price offered by the salesman was very reasonable and after haggling just a bit lower, he let you buy this gem of an automobile for a real deal.  After six months, the transmission is shot, the engine has a valve with a hole worn into it and will need to be replaced, the electronic windows and doors are frozen and the new car smell now has a distinctly lemon-like scent.  A slick salesman showed you what you wanted to see.  It looked good and seemed like a good deal.  You were suckered.
It is the classic example of a siren song.  In Greek sailing lore the sirens were beautiful women whose beautiful voice lured sea-weary sailors to them only to crash their ships upon the rocks.  The voice of Satan is always a siren song.  It makes something look and sound appealing and only afterward, do we experience the horrible consequences of the spiritual shipwreck he has caused.

From Adam and Eve to the children of Israel to David to the disciples, Satan’s scheme has always been the same.  His tune hasn’t changed one bit.  It is a tune that he sang to Paul and Barnabas in our reading from Acts this morning.  Paul was on his very first missionary journey.  He had just healed a man in the town of Lystra, in modern-day Turkey, who had been born without the ability to walk.  So complete was Paul’s healing of this man that this man who had never once walked jumped to his feet and walked.  The people of Lystra were rightly amazed.  Acts 14:11-18 records their response.  Listen and see if you can detect the siren song of Satan.
 11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 

Did you catch it?  Did you hear the siren song?  Satan arranged his song to be song by a crowd in the Lycoanian language.  “You are gods, Paul and Barnabas!  What amazing powers you have!  You are more than human for sure.  You are Zeus himself.  You are Hermes.  Let us worship you!”
Ah, the siren song of Satan.  He is offering Paul and Barnabas the loyal allegiance of a whole crowd of people…even the very priest of Zeus.  If they would just not challenge the people’s assumption, think of what could be.  They could use their abilities to continue to hold their position of power and influence over a whole town.  They could demand whatever they wanted from these people and they would give it to them.  Riches, honor, fame, the best of food and drink…all theirs if they only allow these people to think what they think and say what they say.  

Perhaps Satan tried to make his song appealing to the apostles by playing it in the key of Christianity.  “Paul and Baranbas—think of the influence you could have over these people!  A whole town for you to convert.  Just start out where they’re at.  Accept their sacrifices as if you were Zeus and Hermes and then when you’ve got their obedience and attention, then you can tell them about Jesus.  But first you have to own their ears—and this is the way you can do it the quickest!”
How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the tempting tune? 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.
What a dramatic response.  They tore their clothes and rushed out and shouted at the crowd!  And the response they shouted was all about God.  They were just human.  Every material thing that the crowd could offer them was worthless.  There was only one good and worthwhile thing—the good news of Jesus!  They shouted at the crowd that everything that they had was from God.  There is not one thing on the face of this earth, whether given to believers or unbelievers, that is not from the one true God himself.  
Does Satan’s siren song sound familiar to you? Have you heard it in your own ears before?  Satan sings so sweetly, “Look at the talents and abilities that you have.  Think of what you can do with these!  That promotion could be yours.  The lifestyle you always wanted could be yours—house and spouse and cars and cash.  You’ve earned this.  You deserve this.  Treat yourself.  Indulge yourself.”

“Don’t like your spouse?  It’s their fault they can’t see how great you are!  You’re charming enough—you could find another.  Don’t worry about the kids, they’ll be fine.  As long as you’re happy, they will be happy.”

“Think you’re focusing too much on your job and neglecting your relationship with your family and with God?  Don’t worry about it.  You’ve gotta do what’s best for you first.  You’re doing this for their benefit after all.  They won’t mind that you’re never home when you give them that PS3 for Christmas and take them on that week-long vacation to Disneyland!  And your relationship with God—that will hold it’s own.  God will always be there when you need him.  You can leave him for a while to focus on what’s important to you and when you have everything you wanted, you can go back to him.  You know what’s best for you.”
Satan’s siren song is all about self.  It’s you, you, you.  He wants you to claim the talents that God gave to you as your own—as if you generated them for yourself.  He wants you to use those God-given abilities for yourself, for your own happiness.  He wants you to look at the good things you have today—rich food, expensive cars, new homes, a closet full of trendy clothes and think that somehow you have provided all of these things.  He wants you to forget that God is the sole provider.  He wants you to forget that every single last thing that you have now or ever have had was provided by God himself.  He wants you to forget that God wants you to use what he has given to you for God’s glory, not your own.  And so he composes a symphony of selfishness that the world blasts into every sense that you have—his masterpiece in materialism.
Silence Satan by shouting at him every day of your life, “God is my sole provider.  He has given me everything that I have and I will use it for his glory.”  But you’re going to need more than that.  Satan doesn’t stop.  He keeps on singing and no matter how much you shout, he’ll only sing louder.  Did you notice what happened after Paul and Barnabas shouted at the crowd?  18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.  You are not going to be immune to the effects of materialism.  You will slip.  You will sail into the rocks and crash.  
Satan’s deadliest siren song of self is to try to get you to think that it’s up to you to defeat him.  He wants you to rely on yourself, your own work, effort and merit.  And when you fail, he’s the first in line to accuse you of being worthless and lost.  That’s why there is another phrase you need to shout at Satan’s siren song.  It is the phrase “God is my soul provider!”

They are words that are easily missed in the loud chaos of our text, but Paul says, “We are bringing you good news.”  Good news.  That’s the gospel.  And the message of the gospel is none other than “God has provided everything that your soul needs for eternal life.”  

There once was a man who heard Satan’s siren song while he was fasting in the desert wilderness south of Judea.  “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.  You’re hungry Jesus.  Your Father in heaven is not taking care of you.  Take care of yourself.  Use your power as God for your benefit.  Look Jesus, here are the kingdoms of the world.  I will give them all to you if you worship me.  You don’t have to die for a world who hates you.  Take what is yours.  I’m giving it to you the easy way!  Just worship me.”  

Listen to the response of Jesus: “It is written, ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’  Away from me Satan for it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”

Jesus’ ship sailed right past the siren song of Satan, steered by the rudder of God’s Word.  His course was perfect.  His focus was undivided.  He was using his gifts and abilities according to his Father’s will for the good of mankind.  He was the very definition of unselfish.  And he allowed himself to be splintered, dashed on the rocks of Golgatha for us.  He did that so that we would not crash our souls headlong into Hell.  Through his sacrifice, we are no longer tragically flawed sinners with no hope but destruction, but we are perfect people—saints who are steered into the calm waters of joy and peace in heaven.  
God has provided us with what our souls needed most—a Savior.  When the good news of sins forgiven and perfection given in Christ Jesus is ringing in our ears, the sound of Satan ceases.  If you hear him luring you to trust in yourself, to trust in your own works, then shout loudly.  Shout him out by telling him that God is your soul provider.  
Be very aware in the coming weeks of everything that you experience in this world.  Recognize that every time you put yourself and your needs first, you are sailing toward Satan.  Recognize the sound of materialism that bombards you.  Realize how empty the things of this world are.  They are cheap lemons peddled by the devil.  Remember who it is that has given you every single thing that you have.  Remember what marvelous gifts he alone has given to you.  Thank him for that, not just today but every day.  Remember most of all what a gaping spiritual hole that he has filled by taking the gap caused by your sin and stuffing it with your Savior.  Shout it and shout it loudly: “God is my sole provider.  God is my soul provider.”

AMEN.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask our imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.

